
Welcome to the November 2013 newsletter

The month of commemoration is upon us and this edition of the CWGC newsletter
highlights the breadth and depth of remembrance today. 

In just a few days’ time, large-scale ceremonies at The Cenotaph and the Menin
Gate will provide a public forum for commemoration.  But the efforts of a group of
soldiers from Yorkshire and the work of a Canadian expat - described within the body
of this newsletter  - remind us that remembrance is also a varied and individual act.

On 11 November and throughout the next four years, the cemeteries and memorials
in our care will serve as focal points for commemoration.  As part of our efforts to
prepare our sites for this period, our Visitor Information Panel (VIP) programme has
made considerable progress and on 28 November, the 100th panel will be installed at
Etaples Military Cemetery, the largest CWGC site in France.  Additionally, this
month also sees the unveiling of a VIP at Chatham Naval Memorial and the erection
of five new panels in the Ieper region of Belgium.
Coming soon: CWGC education newsletter

The first edition of the CWGC’s education e-newsletter - Education Dialogue - will be
released in early November.  Filled with lesson plans and ideas and aimed at schools,
teachers and education professionals, the e-newsletter will be issued termly.  To
subscribe, please e-mail education@cwgc.org.

Flags From Home Project

A chance meeting with a distant
relative helped Corrin Fraser - a
Canadian expat in Italy -
end the search for the grave of a
soldier killed in the Second World
War.  Her quest has
garnered international attention
and became the impetus behind the
Flags From Home Project. 

Remembering Private McIver

“Everyone in my family gets told about
him when we’re young,” says James
Fleming, a member of the CWGC’s
Casualty Enquiries team.  A century
on from the Great War, the bravery of
his ancestor - Private Hugh McIver
VC, MM and Bar - continues to be a
deep source of pride for James.

100th VIP to be installed at Etaples Military Cemetery

On 28 November, the 100th Visitor Information Panel (VIP) will be installed at Etaples
Military Cemetery, the largest CWGC site in France.  Click here for more
information.

Commemorating the war dead of
the Indian subcontinent

South African commemoration at
Tyne Cot
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As we mark the passing of the Muslim
feast of Eid and look forward to Diwali
celebrations, we remember the
sacrifice made by millions of
servicemen and women from the
Indian subcontinent.

On Monday 23 September, South
African students hosted a
remembrance ceremony at Tyne Cot
Cemetery and Memorial, near
Zonnebeke, Belgium.

2014 Tour de France route to mark the Centenary

The route of Tour de France 2014 has been announced, with a stage at Ypres to
mark the Centenary of the First World War.

The Grand Depart is from Leeds, Yorkshire on Saturday 5 July 2014. Stage five of the
route - on Wednesday 9 July, from Ypres in Belgium to Arenberg Port du Hainaut - will
commemorate the Centenary of the First World War.  Stage six - from Arras to Reims -
will also follow much of the Western Front, while the battlefields of Verdun and
Douaumont are included in stage seven. 

Former tour winners Octave Lapize, Francois Faber and Lucien Petit-Breton died in
the war, while English cycling champion Corporal Thomas Jepson Gascoyne is
commemorated on the Menin Gate.

The CWGC and LSE
Remembrance lecture

The first Commonwealth War Graves
Commission and LSE Remembrance
Lecture will be held on 7 November
from 6.30-8pm at the London School
of Economics’ Hong Kong Theatre. 
Professor Sir Hew Strachan will
be discussing Commemorating the
First World War: A Hundred Years
On.

First Minister of Wales visits
Artillery Wood Cemetery

On Tuesday 18 September, The Right
Honourable Carwyn Jones, First
Minister of Wales, visited Artillery
Wood Cemetery in Belgium.  The
First Minister was en route to
symbolically turn the first sod of the
new Welsh Memorial at Langemark
German Military Cemetery and
stopped to pay his respects at the
cemetery where many Welsh
casualties are buried.

Five new VIPs for Ieper region

September saw the installation of five new Visitor Information Panels (VIPs) in
Belgium’s Ieper region.  Visitors to Sanctuary Wood Cemetery, Zillebeke
Churchyard, Poperinge Communal Cemetery, Cement House Cemetery and
Brandhoek Military Cemetery can now learn more about the history of these sites
and the casualties commemorated within them.

Commemoration ceremony at
Menen Wald German Military
Cemetery

Polish re-burial ceremony at
Budapest War Cemetery
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On 5 October, a commemoration
ceremony was held at Menen Wald
German Military Cemetery by the city
of Menen and the municipality of
Wevelgem.

On Friday 20 September, a re-burial
ceremony took place at Budapest
War Cemetery for the Polish crew of
a Halifax B/GR bomber, killed when
their plane crashed on 26 August
1944.

One Reader's Snapshot: 5 Medical Regiment in Easby (St. Agatha)
Churchyard

In this photo - sent in by Captain K W McIntosh - the men of 5 Medical Regiment clean
the headstone of an RASC soldier buried at Easby (St. Agatha) Churchyard, just
north of Richmond, Yorkshire.

"The weather was atrocious, so the troops did a very good job in poor conditions they
are not used to as less than a week ago we were finishing a six month tour in
Afghanistan. Something that made the task all the more poignant," explained Captain
McIntosh.

CWGC at the 50+ Show in Glasgow

The CWGC will be exhibiting at the 50+ Show in Glasgow from Thursday 7 to
Saturday 9 November 2013. The venue is the SECC, Hall 4 and you will find us at
stand D21. Our staff will be on hand to answer questions and visitors will be able to
consult our casualty records - an invaluable resource for family historians. A range of
free information leaflets will also be available.
Renovation at the Menin Gate

Stonemason Tony Farrow (below photo) just is one of many CWGC staff working to
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission
2 Marlow Road, Maidenhead, Berkshire, SL6 7DX.
United Kingdom

 Follow us on

prepare the Menin Gate for the Centenary.  To learn more about the current
programme of renovation at this iconic site, click on the image below.

Annual Report published 11 November

Our 94th Annual Report will be published on 11 November 2013.  This year’s Report
underscores the CWGC’s on-going preparations to mark the Centenary of the Great
War.  Content includes an update on the progress of our headstone production
programme and a round-up of the year’s major renovation projects around the globe.

Battles this month: November
1918, armistice in Bijar and
Dunsterforce in Baku

The Armistice which brought an end
to hostilities on the Western Front
was signed on 11 November 1918.
News of Germany’s capitulation led to
banner headlines in newspapers and
scenes of jubilation around the world.
This was, however, just one of a
number of armistices signed to end
fighting in multiple theatres. This
month, we follow the story of the
armistice in Bijar as experienced by
the men of Dunsterforce in the
autumn of 1918. This article is
courtesy of the Western Front
Association.

A to Z of countries: E is for Eritrea

Nearly 1,000 Commonwealth dead of
the Second World War are buried or
commemorated at four sites in the
State of Eritrea. The casualties
commemorated within Eritrea
occurred mainly during the East
African campaign against the Italians
in 1940 and 1941.

The construction of Asmara War
Cemetery commenced in February
1941 and contains the graves of
those who died either in the
aforementioned campaign or while
serving in the garrison at Asmara.

   
And Also

Congratulations to the winners of our book competition

Structural Repair at East Mudros Military Cemetery

Headstone Renovation Ranville War Cemetery

Help us improve by taking our customer service survey
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t: +44 (0) 1628 507200 
e: newsletter@cwgc.org
w: www.cwgc.org

 

 If you no longer wish to receive emails from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission please click here
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