
Welcome to our September 2013 Newsletter

From renovations in the Highlands of Scotland, to refurbishment among the ancient
walls of Rome, this month’s newsletter reminds all that our task of commemoration is
global.  As interest in the Centenary grows, we continue to receive stories of
remembrance, pilgrimage and visits from readers around the world.  This month we
feature snapshots and personal stories from visitors to Commission locations in
Belgium and South Africa.

Large-scale events, such as our upcoming open day in Arras, provide a public
platform for remembrance.  While further plans for the Centenary were announced in
Mons last week, as this newsletter goes to press, we are also preparing to install the
first of several Visitor Information Panels (VIPs) focusing on Second World War
commemorations.

The Commission plays key role in
press conference

The Commission has played a
prominent part in a recent press
conference in Mons, where the
municipality’s role in marking the
Centenary of the First World War was
outlined.  The conference was
chaired by Belgian Prime Minister, Elio
Di Rupo.  Photo credit: Gaétan
Santarelli, Ville de Mons.

European Heritage Open Days, 14
and 15 September

The Commonwealth War Graves
Commission France Area will take part
in the European Heritage Open Days
in Arras, at Faubourg d’Amiens
Cemetery - Boulevard du General de
Gaulle - France, on Saturday and
Sunday 14 –15 September 2013,
from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm.  All are
welcome.

Work completed at Inchnadamph

Last month the Commission completed a project to mark the remote crash site of an
RAF crew killed when their plane crashed in the Scottish Highlands in April 1941. 

Owing to the inaccessibility of the crash site, the crew were buried on the mountain
and their final resting places marked with a stone cairn.  The crew are commemorated
by the Commission on a memorial in the nearest graveyard at Inchnadamph Old
Churchyard.  The Commission was supported in its effort by the Royal Air Force,
who loaned the use of a Chinook helicopter to airlift the new memorial, necessary
tools and materials onto the mountain, as show in the above photo.

Installation of VIP at Salerno War
Cemetery

Renovations in the heart of the
Eternal City
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A new Visitor Information Panel (VIP)
will be installed at Salerno War
Cemetery in Italy on 3 September. 
The panel will be put in place just
ahead of the 70th anniversary of the
Allied landings at Salerno. 

The Commission has recently
completed renovations in the heart of
the Eternal City.  In late July, work was
undertaken in an area of Rome War
Cemetery that abuts the Aurelian
Walls, built between 271 and 275 AD.

One Reader's Snapshot: Essex Farm Cemetery

This photo of Essex Farm Cemetery was taken by Chris Lock, a local battlefield
guide in Flanders. This picture, Chris says, exemplifies the harmony which exists
between the flora and fauna in so many Commission cemeteries.

There are 1,200 servicemen of the First World War buried or commemorated in Essex
Farm Cemetery and it was here that, in May 1915, Lieutenant-Colonel John McCrae
wrote the poem ‘In Flanders Fields'.

Military history society tours
Johannesburg cemeteries

On 17 August, members of the
Johannesburg Branch of the South
African Military History Society
(SAMHS) visited Johannesburg
(West Park) and Johannesburg
(Braamfontein) Cemeteries. 
The tour was conducted by Charles
Ross, Secretary of the Commission's
South African Agency.

Remembering Sergeant Max
Scheddle

This photo was sent in to the
Commission by the family of Sandra
Scheddle-Grolman, daughter of
Sergeant Max Scheddle, who is
buried at Gent City Cemetery in
Belgium.  Mrs Scheddle-Grolman
visited the grave of her father for the
first time just a few weeks ago.

Commission searches for relatives of war dead in India

The Commission is currently carrying out work to reinstate a number of war graves at
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Deolali Government Cemetery and Meerut Cantonment Cemetery in India.  If
you are a relative of any of these servicemen, please contact us.

Battles this month: September
1916 and the Battle of Flers-
Courcelette

The Battle of Flers-Courcelette began
on 15 September 1916 in northern
France.  An action within the Somme
Offensive, this battle saw the debut of
tank warfare and required
considerable commitment by British
and Commonwealth forces.  This
article is courtesy of the Western
Front Association.

A to Z of countries: C is for China
(including Hong Kong)

Located in East Asia, the People’s
Republic of China is bordered by
Korea Bay, the East China, South
China and Yellow Seas. Hong Kong is
a Special Administrative Region (SAR)
of China.  72 Commonwealth war
dead of the two world wars were
originally commemorated in 15
cemeteries in China.  Today they are
commemorated on
the Hong Kong Memorial in
Stanley Military Cemetery.

   
And Also

Renovation at Berlin South-Western Cemetery

Commission searches for relatives of war dead

VIP installed at Orpington (St. Mary Cray) Cemetery

Correction to August Newsletter

  

 

 If you no longer wish to receive emails from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission please click here
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